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Taking Photographs or videos at school performances 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
At this time of year, with most of the children involved in school productions or performances, parents 
often want to know whether we allow people to take photographs of children.  This letter is intended to 
explain the rules, and to answer any questions. 
 
Q. Am I allowed to take photographs or videos of my child’s play/performance? 
 
A. Yes – provided it is just for your own private use, e.g. to keep a record of your child’s time at school.  
You can’t share any pictures you take with a wider audience – so you can’t put pictures on social 
network sites or file sharing sites like Facebook or YouTube if they include people other than just your 
child. 
 
Q. Why can’t I put pictures on Facebook? 
 
A. If you take pictures of your child at school for your own private use that is unlikely to be covered by 
the Data Protection Act, but if you publish pictures of other children – including putting them on 
Facebook or other sites – you will have to comply with the Data Protection Act.  That means you would 
have to get the permission of every parent involved, which isn’t practical.  That’s why we say you can 
photograph performances for your own use, but not share or publish them. 
 
Q. Doesn’t the school put pictures on its web-site and on YouTube though? 
 
A.  When parents register their children at our school they give permission for us to publish pictures of 
their children, so that we can comply with the Data Protection Act.  If there are special circumstances 
that mean a parent doesn’t wish their child to be photographed we can make sure this happens.  
Because we are in control of anything we put on-line we can remove any picture that a parent is 
unhappy about. 
 
Q. Is there anything else I should know about taking pictures at a performance? 
 
A. Please make sure that you are able to enjoy the performance, and that the rest of the audience is 
too!  Please don’t obstruct anyone else’s view or distract children when taking any pictures.  Please 
make sure that you don’t block any aisles or fire escape routes. 
 
Q. What do I do if I’m ever unhappy about a picture, or filmed footage, of my child on the 
school web-site or YouTube channel? 
 
A. Please speak to your child’s teacher if you ever have any concerns. 
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