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Banned and prohibited items in school 

All parents should be aware that certain items are banned from being brought into school by children, 

to keep children safe and to promote good behaviour in school.  In general we work with parents and 

carers in a common sense approach to this: we know that parents will make sure that children don’t 

bring things into school that they shouldn’t have or that are unsafe, and parents know that we will 

remove anything from children that they shouldn’t have – and then talk to parents.  In this way we 

can work together to keep children safe from harm and ensure good behaviour in school. 

Schools are required to publish details of those things that children are banned from bringing to 

school.  This includes a list of items that are prohibited in all schools in England by the government for 

obvious reasons, because they are dangerous or illegal: 

• Knives or weapons 

• Alcohol 

• Illegal drugs 

• Stolen items 

• Tobacco and cigarette papers 

• Fireworks 

• Pornographic images 

• Any article that a member of staff reasonably suspects has been, or is likely to be, used to 

commit an offence, or to cause personal injury to, or damage the property of, any person 

(including the pupil) 

In addition headteachers (or staff authorised by the Headteacher) may ban other items from the 

school grounds.  The Headteacher (or other staff authorised by the Headteacher) is legally permitted 

to search children for, and confiscate, prohibited items and banned items, with or without the pupil’s 

consent. 

The following are items that are banned at Wood Farm School and could, if deemed necessary, be 

searched for: 

Item Reason 

Mobile phones 
 

These are often high-value items which could be 
damaged or go missing;  to protect children from 
accessing inappropriate or harmful content over 
a mobile network or mobile internet; to protect 
children from sending or receiving 
messages/calls from outside school during the 
school day without the knowledge of school 
staff; to protect children from taking pictures or 
making recordings  of children or staff without 
permission 

Mobile cellular/internet devices – including 
ipods, smart watches, tablet computers, etc 
 

Cameras, and/or recording devices 
 

These are often high-value items which could be 
damaged or go missing;  to protect children from 
taking pictures or making recordings  of children 
or staff without permission 
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Item Reason 

Other portable electronic devices (e.g. portable 
computer games) 

These are often high-value items which could be 
damaged or go missing;   

Chewing gum 
 

To prevent damage to school property 

Tippex/correction fluid 
 

To protect children from harm; to prevent 
damage to school property 

Aerosols (apart from medicines, such as 
inhalers) 

To protect children from harm; to prevent 
accidental activation of fire protection 
equipment 

 

In addition the Headteacher (or authorized staff member) may ban any item that he/she deems likely 

to undermine good behaviour and good order in the school, or that he/she believes presents a risk to 

adults or children in the school, or to school property. 

Confiscation 

Prohibited or banned items may be confiscated and retained by the Headteacher (or an authorised 

member of staff). 

Variation 

From time to time certain banned items might be allowed in to school, at the discretion of the 

Headteacher (or other authorised staff), e.g. children might be allowed to bring in a camera to use on 

a school trip, or an electronic game on a special occasion.  Parents will be informed if this is the case. 

Government guidance 

Searching, screening and confiscation: advice for headteachers, school staff and governing bodies.  

DfE, 2014 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/554415/searching

_screening_confiscation_advice_Sept_2016.pdf  
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