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Policy Statement for Music

Definition

Music is an important and universal method of communication and art form. It is an essential component in
cultural and everyday life. It is inclusive, confidence building and can allow children to express themselves in a
non-verbal manner. Music plays a central role in many different aspects of society and religion.

Aims
At Wood Farm School we aim to show how music can play an important role in many aspects of school life and as
a vital part of the child’s whole development. With music we aim to:
1. give every child opportunities to appreciate and enjoy music through listening, participation, composition,
singing and performance and dance
2. show that music plays an important role in communication and expression as part of our cultures and
religions
3. provide many different opportunities for all children to develop their own musical tastes
4. nurture co-operation, collaboration and confidence through individual and group composition and
performance to the best of the children’s abilities.

Teaching and learning in music

All children have access to music in the National Curriculum. Music is planned and taught in phases (KS1, LKS2,
UKS2). Children will have opportunities to work as a class, in pairs or small groups within whole class lessons as
appropriate.

Children have weekly singing as part of a whole-school assembly. Children will be encouraged to listen to and
appreciate the music played before and after assembly. There will also be opportunities for individual and
collective participation in music for Christmas productions, and often at Easter and for the Harvest and May Day
festivals.

Children will take part in at least one curriculum project a year which has a strong focus on music.

Investigate and first hand approach

Children will have opportunities to experiment and understand first hand through creating and performing.
Children will also experience live performances in order to widen their vocabulary of sounds and appreciation of
music. Children are encouraged to investigate for themselves different methods of making sounds, discuss pitch,
timbre, duration, texture, dynamics, tempo and structure.

During their time at school, children will have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument (e.g. as part of whole
class teaching from the ‘First Class’ project).

Small groups of children in UKS2 will have the opportunity to learn another instrument (e.g. keyboard).

Opportunities to experience live music
Opportunities for all children in school to experience live music include:
1. Performances by other children, e.g. recorders or other instruments, a school choir, or a group
performing their compositions to the rest of the class or whole school
2. Performances by visiting musicians
3. Participation in special events, e.g. Festival of Voices
4. Visits to concerts, e.g. Oxford Philharmonia
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Values and attitude
Through children making music, we hope to develop appreciation and understanding, co-operation,
communication, self-esteem, self-evaluation, respect for other opinions and other cultures.

Equal opportunities

Musical opportunities are open to all children regardless of gender, race, religion, physical ability or special needs.
There are opportunities for recorder and guitar lessons in school depending on staffing and time resources,
subject to annual review.

Progression and differentiation

We recognise that our curriculum planning must allow children to gain a progressively deeper understanding, and
competency, as they move through the school. This is monitored through our schemes of work. Children who
are musically developed and talented are encouraged to develop their interests inside and outside of school.

I.C.T
Music is an important part of communication and sharing information. Children will be given opportunities to
incorporate I.C.T into, and alongside, their practical music making.

Assessment
This will focus on pupils, achievements in composing, performing, listening and appraising in order to report to
parents at the end of the Key Stages.

Links
When and where appropriate, music will be linked with other subjects in the curriculum.

Resources

All classes will have access to tuned and un-tuned percussion instruments from the store in the centrally
accessible Music Room. In addition, all classes have access to larger instruments, e.g. percussion instruments,
keyboards, etc.

Monitoring

The application of this policy, and outcomes for pupils in music, will be monitored by the Music Co-ordinator and
the Provision and Outcomes Committee of the governing body.
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