Maths policy — November 2020

Definition

During their time at Wood Farm School, children should learn to be confident mathematicians who
can apply their mathematical understanding to any real-life context. They should be taught to see
maths as a necessity for their future. Through their maths learning, children will be taught to
problem solve, reason and make connections across all areas of the curriculum as well as being
supported in developing an enjoyment of and curiosity about the subject. They will cover all aspects
of the primary curriculum including the number system, measurement and geometry.

Aims

Through the teaching of mathematics, we aim to enable children to:

Become fluent in their recall of number facts and processes.

Reason mathematically through their use of key mathematical vocabulary and providing proof
to support their reasoning.

Solve multi-step problems which make connections across the maths curriculum.

Show their mathematical understanding through concrete, pictorial and abstract
representations

Apply their mathematical understanding to routine problems in a real-life context.

See themselves as confident and able mathematicians.

To achieve these aims, we will ensure:

Teaching
The approach we take to deliver the primary curriculum for mathematics is teaching for mastery.

Teachers will promote a positive attitude to maths learning.

Maths is taught daily through whole class teaching.

Children will move through the objectives in their year group together.

Differentiation will be apparent through the scaffolding of questions, resources,
representations and activities for slow graspers and through questioning and further
reasoning expectations for quick graspers.

All children will have opportunities to reason and problem solve in every maths lesson.
Lessons will involve whole class teaching, paired talk and independent work.

A focus will be placed in each lesson on developing mathematical talk and vocabulary and
children’s ability to reason mathematically.

Links between different curriculum areas will be explicitly taught.

Planning

Teachers will use planning materials provided by White Rose Maths. These resources have
been developed alongside the local maths hubs, the DfE and NCETM.

Teachers will follow the long term plan and calculation policy provided by White Rose Maths.
Through weekly planning, discussions will be held within year group teams to determine the
sequence of lessons, best approach to teaching, possible misconceptions to address, how
resources will be adapted to meet the needs of children and how slow graspers can be
provided with additional scaffolding and quick graspers can be further challenged.

Teachers will then adapt this planning to meet the needs of the children in their class.



Learning environment

Each classroom will have a maths working wall.

Working walls should be updated regularly to reflect the current learning the maths lessons.
Working walls may include worked examples, steps to success, key vocabulary or stem
sentences, concrete and pictorial representations and reasoning questions.

Further visual resources may be apparent in classrooms to support children in recalling key
number facts.

Reception

In addition to the planning and teaching resources provided by White Rose Maths, reception
teachers will teach early number with the support of the Number Blocks resources provided by
NCETM.

Teaching times tables and key number facts

Additional teaching time will be dedicated to teaching fluent recall of number facts in
Reception and Year 1 and times table facts in Years 2, 3 and 4.

In Year 4, ongoing assessment will be carried out by teachers and additional support put in
place for those at risk of not passing the Year 4 Multiplication Check. Assessments should be
made available to senior staff on request to discuss the progress of individuals.

Assessment

All classes in KS1 will have a maths target, identified through ongoing assessment by
teachers, which will be displayed in the classroom. Teachers will discuss with pupils their
progress against their individual target regularly during the term and record it on the class
target display. Targets will focus on the fluent recall of number facts.

All classes in KS2 will have individual targets for children, these will be identified through
discussions with the children and ongoing assessment by teachers. Individual targets will be
placed in the back of children’s maths books. Targets will focus on the fluent recall of number
and times table facts.

Teachers will identify a group of Silver Star (underachieving) pupils who need to make
accelerated progress and reach age appropriate levels by the end of the year. These children
will receive additional teaching by their class teacher or another employed
teacher/consultant.

There will be three assessment points through the school year: Standardised tests (PUMA) —
November/March/June. These tests are produced alongside White Rose Maths and will test
the children on the curriculum which has been covered up to that point in their year.
Teachers will maintain records of both summative and formative assessments and make them
available to the Headteacher or other senior staff on request and/or to discuss the progress
of individuals or groups of pupils.

Monitoring
The maths subject leader will monitor the teaching and learning of mathematics through:

Analysis of summative assessment data.

Question level analysis of PUMA and SATSs tests.

Regular meetings with class teachers and phase leaders.
Observations of daily maths teaching.

Observations of maths interventions across the school.



- Discussions with children about their maths learning and book scrutiny.
- Learning walks and classroom observations of the maths environment.

Continued professional development

- Ongoing CPD will be delivered to all staff by the maths subject leader through teacher staff
meetings and teaching assisstant meetings. This CPD will be in-line with the maths subject
leader’s subject development plan.

- Further CPD is available for teachers through White Rose Maths and the local maths hubs.

Inclusion

All children at Wood Farm are provided with equal access to the maths curriculum. Additional
support is available for any children experiencing difficulties accessing their maths learning.
Teaching assistants in each phase of the school are trained to deliver the Catch-Up Maths
intervention. Additional teaching may be provided by the class teacher though same day intervention
following the daily maths lesson.



